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AN IDENTIFICATION IN THE SUDA: EUNAPIUS ON THE HUNS

An unattributed entry in the Suda alleges that the Huns, accustomed as they
were to life on horseback, found it difficult to walk (A 1018): ’Akpocpareic:
Gxpoc Eopalpévouc. 6 8¢ Ekéhevoe ywpelv ni Tovg dmodag kol dkpocPalreic
Olivvoug. dvev yap innov od pading v Odvvog v Yijv nathoeiev.” Although
0. J. Maenchen-Helfen suspected that the now-lost History of Eunapius of
Sardis was the Suda’s ultimate source for this entry, he advanced no arguments
for the identification, and his suggestion has attracted little notice.” Three
considerations, however, do in fact point toward Eunapius.

First, it has long been recognized that the Suda took its historical entries from
the Excerpta Historica of Constantine VII Porphyrogenitus rather than from the
historical works themselves.” Eunapius’ History is one of eight now-fragmentary
texts known to have been used in the Excerpta from which material on the
Huns could have been derived. (The works of Candidus, John of Antioch,
Malchus, Menander, Peter the Patrician, Philostorgius, and Priscus are the
others.) Second, dxpoc@ainc appears frequently in Plutarch, Eunapius’ favorite
author.® Finally, and most important, there is a parallel passage in Zosimus,
who is universally acknowledged to have depended on Eunapius, which also
remarks on the Huns’ inability to walk (4. 20. 4):°

naperBovieg 8¢ Spwg toig inmoig kol yuvaiéi kai maisi kai oig énepépovto, Toig
onep tov “lotpov kateknpuévorg énfecav Ekv0aig, pdynv pev otadiav olte duvd-
pevol 10 mapanav obte £180teg Enayayeiv (ndg yap ol pnte €ig yijv nfifat Tovg médag
oloi te dvteg Edpaimg, AL’ Emi TdV (nnov Kal Srattdpevol kai KabBevdOVTEG ), mEPL-
ehdoeot 8¢ kai ékdpopaig kai edkaipolg avaywpnoeoty, £k 1@V ItV Kotatodel-
ovteg, Amelpov TV ZkuBdV eipydcoavto povov.

Together these three factors all but clinch the identification of the immediate
source of the Suda as the Eunapian section of one of the volumes of the
Excerpta Historica. On the basis of the context provided by Zosimus, this new
fragment should be placed between fragments 41 and 42 in the editions of
Miiller and Blockley.®
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1. Cf. A 1019 "Akpocgakeis: év 10 Padilev oparidpevor. tovtéotiv ol Obvvor. The gloss dxpwg
¢opaipévog of A 1018 is from a scholium to Pl. Resp. 404B2.

2. “The Date of Ammianus Marcellinus’ Last Books,” AJP 76 (1955): 392, n. 47. There is no mention
of Suda A 1018 in any edition of the fragments of Eunapius, for which see now R. C. Blockley, ed., The
Fragmentary Classicising Historians of the Later Roman Empire, vol. 2 (Liverpool, 1983), pp. 2-150,
which supersedes FHG 4:7-56 (ed. C. Miiller) and other earlier collections.

3. The dependence of the Suda on the Excerpta Historica was demonstrated by C. de Boor, “Suidas
und die Konstantinische Excerptsammlung,” in two parts, ByzZ 21 (1912): 381-424 and 23 (1914-19):
1-127; see also A. Adler, “Suidas (Lexicograph),” RE 4A.1 (1931): 700-706, and, for a convenient list
of the contents of the Excerpta, P. Lemerle, Le premier humanisme byzantin (Paris, 1971), pp. 285-87.

4. Cf. Mor. 68D, 561E, 620E, 628C (dkpoopardg &xewv), 713A, Dion 958E, Phil. 357D, and
Phocion 742B. On Eunapius’ debt to Plutarch, see C. Cobet, “Ad Eunapii Fragmenta,” Mnem. 10
(1882): 26-30.

5. Photius’ position on the derivative nature of the Historia Nova (Bibl. cod. 98. 27-38, 2:66 Henry)
has been slightly modified by R. T. Ridley, “Eunapius and Zosimus,” Helikon 9-10 (1969-70): 574-92,
and A. Baldini, Ricerche sulla “Storia” di Eunapio di Sardi (Bologna, 1984), pp. 19-74.

6. For the relationship of Suda A 1018 to similar comments on the Huns by Jerome (Epist. 60. 17),
see T. M. Banchich, “Eunapius and Jerome,” GRBS 27 (1986): 319-24.
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